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THE I VY  V I NE  

 February 2019 God is Still Speaking      Volume 14 Issue 1 

United Church of Cloverdale  

An Open & Affirming Congregation of the United Church Of Christ 

Coro de Paz Childrens Choir 

Thursday, February 14, 2019 
6:00 pm 

United Church of Cloverdale 
439 N Cloverdale Blvd, Cloverdale 95425

 
 

FREE with any donation of canned food 
for the Cloverdale Food Pantry  

(cash donations are accepted, too) 

Souper” Bowl Sunday February 3th!  
Please bring cans of soup (preferably pull top open) to church with you, 
there will be a collection tub in the sanctuary and the cans are then de-
livered to the food pantry!  
UCC runs the Food Pantry in the month of February! If you would like 
to help out at the food pantry  
contact the church office at 707-894-2039 
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Happy New Year! Yes, I know it’s been the new year for a month now, however, this is the first Ivy Vine of 
the year. So, I say, “Happy New Year!”  How we start the new year is a major phenomenon all across the 
world.  We stay up later, we may drink champagne or some other special drink to celebrate.  Plus, we make 
resolutions to change our lives for the better.   

Often, we reflect back on the past year.  Usually we decide whether or not it was a good or bad year and 
look to the next with either the hope it’s better than the last, or want it to be every bit as good.  For Pamela 
and me, 2018 represents the most difficult year of our lives.  We are part of those who hope 2019 will be a 
much better year. The New Year, really is an artificial date we use to begin fresh, with new attitudes and res-
olutions for making our lives better.  Of course, we who are followers of Jesus, know each day is an oppor-
tunity to start fresh; to turn around and seek a better way of living. 

For our church 2019, will bring a lot of changes.  We are moving in a new direction with the hope of 
strengthening our church and its ministries.  This will include me beginning a half-time ministry and focusing 
on the priorities you have set. 

Our Associate Conference Minister, Daniel Ross-Jones, was with us on the 20th to help us create a vision for 
the next year.  I was glad so many of you came to that meeting and were willing to share your ideas for our 
future.  One of the things that Daniel did was ask us what we love about our church, and then asked the 
question, what will it take to shout it from the rooftops.  In other words, what will it take to lift up the 
church to others and maybe they will want to be a part of our faith community. 

The other piece was to name the one thing you want to strengthen in our church. The number one thing 
was greater focus on Spirituality. The second piece of that was, Daniel invited us to make a commitment of 
one thing we will do over the next six months to make this happen.  Many of you made that commitment.  
Some offered to participate in some sort of study; others offered to host, and still others made commitment 
to lead studies.  And we are moving in that direction.  At least one book study is already moving forward.  If 
you have a suggestion of a book or issues you are interested in studying please share them. 

My commitment was to begin a study of the lectionary scriptures we use at Sunday morning worship. This 
will be done two weeks ahead of those scriptures’ Sunday.  We will do this through a look at what was hap-
pening in the life of the church at the time the scripture was written, and discussion on what they may be 
saying to us today.  Most importantly however will be to think about how these scriptures challenge us to-
day.  One of my favorite theologians said you can’t do theology without having the bible in one hand and 
the newspaper in the other.  We will do just that, by looking at the news stories today and determining how 
our faith should guide us in dealing with issues we face.  In other words, you get to help me write my ser-
mons!! 

More to come on this later. 

Yes, the New Year is a good time for reflection and resolutions.  May we as a church, see 2019 as an oppor-
tunity to strengthen who we are, to commit to more involvement and to find those places we can shout the 
wonderful things we do as United Church of Cloverdale! 

Love and Blessings, 

Jack 

Grace and Peace to you from God, the Creator, Jesus, our Savior and Teacher, and the Holy Spirit that 
guides you. Amen! 

Here’s another way to put it: You’re here to be light, bringing out the God-colors in the world. God is not a 
secret to be kept.  If I make you light-bearers, you don’t think I’m going to hide you under a bucket, do 
you? I’m putting you on a light stand. Now that I’ve put you there on a hilltop, on a light stand—shine! 
Keep open house; be generous with your lives. By opening up to others, you’ll prompt people to open up 
with God. (Matthew 5:14-16 selected verses) 
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Notes from Council: 
1:  2019 is here and it is the 150th year of existence for United 
Church of Cloverdale (formerly the Congregational Church).  
Events and activities are being planned.  If you would like to help 
with these, please contact Marilyn Michelon or Jack Dawson 
through the church office. 
2: Andy Grose will be leading a review of the United Church By-
laws. 
3: The Council has voted to discontinue the High School Breakfast 

program due to low attendance by students and fewer volunteers 

to do the work involved.  Thanks go to all of those who made this 

program possible in the last few years. 

Annual Meeting will 
be on feb 24th after 
our morning worship!  
Make sure you attend 
this important meeting 
and cast your vote! 
After the meeting will 
be fellowship time 
where we enjoy our 
annual soup luncheon 
together in the  
Fellowship Hall! 
Please bring a place setting, bowl 
spoon, etc., if you forget, don’t 
worry, we can provide a paper 
bowl, etc. 

Our 150th Anniversary is Here!! 
To start off our year of celebration we will be walking in the Citrus Fair Parade on  

Saturday February 16th behind a BIG BANNER declaring  United Church of Cloverdale’s  

anniversary.  All members and friends who want to join in the parade down Cloverdale 

Blvd, come along!  Wear your church T- shirt  (or whatever)  and some sturdy walking 

shoes and a big smile, and join in for all or part of the walk.  Call Marilyn (894-2849) or 

Lavonne (894-7540) for more info and to let us know you will plan to 

walk with us!  All are welcome!  
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Thank you to all who attended and participated in the afternoon workshop on January 20 led by our Associ-
ate Conference Minister Daniel Ross-Jones.  And – a big thanks to Louise Graddy and Polly Lile (and others 
who assisted) in providing our baked potato and salad lunch between morning worship and our workshop.  
 
For those who were unable to attend, here’s a summary of what we accomplished: 
Daniel asked us a series of questions, including… 

What excites you about being part of United Church of Cloverdale? 
What do you love about our church? 
What would need to happen for you to “shout from the rooftops” how much you love this church? 

Everyone had a chance to share their responses, and considerable discussion resulted from hearing every-
one’s answers.  Among the things people love about United Church are these: our love and support for each 
other; our caring, openness and honesty; our music programs; the time for silent prayer during Sunday wor-
ship; our Open & Affirming stance; and, that we’re a church of “do’s” rather than “dont’s”.  At the same 
time, we discussed the reality that many of us are doing multiple tasks associated with our church’s many 
mission and outreach activities, and we’re tired; there has been a loss of members, and a loss of enthusi-
asm; for those who have left our congregation, we sense we have somehow failed these members, but we 
don’t know why.  It was also clear that among our many missions, there was a shared belief that the Thrift 
Shop and the Food Pantry are primary and merit our continued support and efforts. 
 
In response to Daniel’s question, “What is the most important thing for us to focus on during the next 6 
months?”, the strong consensus was that our priority should be faith formation and spiritual growth.  It 
was evident from our conversations among those around the 5 tables in Fellowship Hall that we need to be 
spending more quality time with each other, sharing our stories, sharing our lives, communicating better, 
enjoying fellowship with a shared sense of purpose, and focusing on why we’re here and what changes we 
need to make in order to revitalize our church.  Toward those goals, Daniel asked each person who was pre-
sent to state what they would commit to doing on behalf of United Church during the coming 6 months.  
The majority of those present committed themselves to taking action.  Answers ranged from broad and gen-
eral (e.g., “show up,” “fully participate and listen,”, “be positive and supportive”) to the specific (“start an 
adult spiritual study group,” “work in the Thrift Shop,” “be at choir practice whenever possible,” “work on a 
draft revision of our By-Laws”). 
 
Our time together was, of necessity, limited, so we were not able to get into specific details of items sur-
rounding Pastor Jack’s transition to half-time, such as:  What will Jack’s typical work schedule be?  How 
might we experiment with changes to our worship experience on the one Sunday per month when Jack isn’t 
leading worship or preaching?  How will we evaluate progress toward our goals of spiritual growth, faith for-
mation, financial stability, and renewal?  Our congregation’s lay leaders (officers and at-large Council mem-
bers) will need to be working with Pastor Jack in the coming weeks to deal with these specifics, and we’ll 
want to share our progress with you at this year’s Annual Congregational Meeting (following worship on 
Sunday, February 24).  This meeting will also provide an opportunity for us to further discuss our plans for 
the future, so I encourage you to put this date on your calendar, show up, and be heard!  The Congregation 
is the final authority in setting our church’s direction, so it’s important that we all “show up,” “fully partici-
pate and listen,”, “be positive and supportive”, and take this opportunity to communicate our hopes, 
dreams, and commitments for the future of our church.  In the meantime, if you have topics or questions 
that need to come before the Congregation on February 24, please let me or any of the other officers of the 
church know by February 17 so we can complete our agenda for the meeting. 
 

~ Bob Timm 

Notes From the Moderator 
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2/2    Men’s breakfast 8am                 Zini’s Diner 

2/3    Souper Bowl Sunday    At Services 

2/6    Project Linus 9:30am                                   Corzine Home 

2/14   Coro De Paz Concert    Sanctuary 

2/20  Women’s Breakfast 8:30am                       Zini’s Diner 

           Indivisible Group Meeting 6:30pm          Fellowship Hall 

2/24  Annual Meeting & Soup Luncheon  After Services 

 

 

 

Sundays 

Morning Worship  10am                            Sanctuary 
Casa de Christiana  5-8 pm                        Sanctuary 

NA Meeting 7pm   Christian Education Bldg. 

Monday-Friday  

“The Flour Girl”                      Kitchen & Pantry 

Tuesday-Friday  

Church Office is Open 8:00am-2pm  

Tuesdays  

Coro De Paz Children's Choir 3:30pm  Fellowship Hall 

Music Together Family Class, 5:30pm  Fellowship Hall 

Celebration Choir Rehearsal 7pm  Fellowship Hall 

NA Meeting  7:30pm   Christian Education Bldg. 

Wednesdays 

Music Together 10:30am   Fellowship Hall 

Teen Clinic, 2-4pm    Fellowship Hall 

Thursdays 

Thrift Shop Open 10am-3 pm 

Fridays 

Casa de Christiana Bible Study 7pm  Sanctuary 

NA Meeting 7:30pm   Christian Education Bldg. 

Saturdays     

Thrift Shop Open 10am-3pm  

Music Together Class, 10:30am  Fellowship Hall 
 

Regular Building Use  

Meetings &  
Events 

Ivy Vine Contact Information 

The United Church of Cloverdale  

439 N. Cloverdale Blvd., Cloverdale, CA 95425 

Phone: 707-894-2039 Fax:  707-894-4015; 

Website www.uccloverdale.org  

Minister: Rev. Jack Dawson,  cell phone 209-329-4971  

clovepastor@sbcglobal.net  

Minister of Music: Janice Timm, jtimm@sonic.net  

Church Administrator: Jilloni Hopkins, ucoffice@sbcglobal.net  

Proof Readers: Jean Craig and Lori Serrano 

Articles for The Ivy Vine?  

submit to the uccoffice@sbcglobal.net  by the 15th of the 

month preceding the publication date.   Articles submitted 

after the deadline without prior approval will be published 

the following month.    

Birthdays  

Bev Westenberg 2/1 

Don Graddy 2/2 

Mike Nixon 2/3 

Colleen Tyler 2/7 

Jilloni Hopkins 2/10 

Cyril Colonious 2/12 

Doris Hedglin 2/13 

Judy Warren 2/14 
Jacquelyn Petersen 2/26 

Victoria Martineau 2/27 

Nancy Randolph 2/28 
  

Check the website at musictogethercloverdale.org   
 
 

2/8 Tom & Jean Clark 
2/24 Kirk & Laurie Bilbro 

mailto:clovepastor@sbcglobal.net
mailto:jtimm@sonic.net
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Inside This Issue 

Pg 1 Concert Invitation  
Pg 2 Message from Pastor Jack 
Pg 3 FYI  
Pg. 4  Moderators Notes 
Pg Calendar 
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Cloverdale, CA 

95425 

 Souper Bowl (Bring canned goods) 
  150th Anniversary Parade Event 
 Annual Meeting 
 Coro De Paz Valentines Day Concert! 
 Enjoy Citrus Fair & Walk In the Parade! 


