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Dear Church Family, 
As we continue to journey through the Season of Lent together I would like to share the following insight 
from author Parker Palmer as he reflected on Mary Oliver’s poem “In Blackwater Woods” (excerpt in green 
box) which was a part of our Second Sunday of Lent worship service.  
 
May God bless you and yours! 
Pastor Jen 
 
The Choice of Hanging On or Giving To   
“To live in this world / you must be able / to do three things,” writes Mary Oliver 
in this well-known and much-loved poem.  
 
The three things she names are not easy, of course. But everything in my  75 
years of experience tells me they are true — with a twist that’s at the heart of 
this little story. 
 
Over the past decade, I’ve been reflecting on questions about aging and vocation 
— questions worth asking at any age, I think. I love my work. But with age come diminishments that keep 
me from doing as much of it as quickly as I’ve done in the past. The key question I’ve been holding seems 
simple enough on the surface: “What do I want to let go of and what do I want to hang onto?” 
 
But I found that that question did not work for me, did not open onto a path I wanted to walk. So I took my 
quandary to a small group of trusted friends who sat with me for two hours. Their role was not to advise or 
“fix” me, but to ask honest, open questions and simply listen to me respond, giving me a chance to hear my 
own inner wisdom more clearly. (Quakers refer to this as a clearness committee.) 
 
I emerged from that little gathering with something more important than an answer. I emerged with a 
better question. I’m no longer asking, “What do I want to let go of and what do I want to hang onto?”       
Instead I’m asking, “What do I want to let go of and what do I want to give myself to?” 
I now see that “hanging on” is a fearful, needy, and clinging way to be in the world. But looking for what I 
want to give myself to transforms everything. It’s taking me to a place where I find energy, abundance, 
trust, and new life. 
 
Yes, it was a “Well, duh!” moment for sure! But the more I live into it, the more I treasure it. 
 
[Parker J. Palmer is a teacher, author, and founder and senior partner emeritus of the Center for Courage & 
Renewal. His many books include Healing the Heart of Democracy, Let Your Life Speak, and On the Brink of 
Everything.]  

To live in this world 
you must be able 
to do three things: 
to love what is mortal; 
to hold it 
against your bones knowing 
your own life depends on it; 
and, when the time comes to let it 
go, 
to let it go. 
 
Excerpt from “In Blackwater 
Woods” 
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Perfect weather (bright blue skies, lots of sun, no breeze) greeted the 3rd annual UCC Souper 
Bowl Feb 7th. Reverend Jen Collins kicked off the game at 10:00 am. Steve Ellis and John Philips 
provided joyous crowd noise with vigorous bell chimes each time a player came onto the field. 
Gene Lile proved to be an able running back, transporting the donations of canned soup to his 
truck. In addition to the UCC players, several from other churches and the community at large 

helped make this a winning game. 
 
 
 

3rd Annual Souper Bowl 

After the game, Gene Lile and Richard Ehrenreich 
moved all the soup cans into the locker room  

(aka Food Pantry), and Quarterback  
Linda Clapp helped stack the crates four high.  

It was a lopsided blowout, with the final score, according to scorekeeper Polly Lile:  
Souper Bowl team 300 (cans of soup), Hunger 0.  

These soups will feed our community for the cold month of February and beyond. 
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Welcome our Newest  
Members Steve and John! 

In February our church  
ran the Food Pantry and  

it was a drive by affair!  
(See pictures Below) 

Sponsored by Carolyn Crandall 
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Hold In Prayers 
 

Jerry Wolters and Family ,  

Conny Welch, Hannah Sharp and Billy Pieper, 

Becky Johnston (Jilloni’s Sister), Lori Serrano,  

Jim Nameny and Family 

All the First Responders for Covid –19 

We continue to hold in prayer                                       

all our church family  

Ivy Vine Contact Information 

The United Church of Cloverdale  

439 N. Cloverdale Blvd., Cloverdale, CA 95425 

Phone: 707-894-2039 Fax:  707-894-4015; 

Website www.uccloverdale.org  

YouTube Channel United Church of Cloverdale  

Church Administrator: Jilloni Hopkins, ucoffice@sbcglobal.net  

Articles for The Ivy Vine? submit to the uccoffice@sbcglobal.net  

by the 20th of the month preceding the publication date.    Articles 

submitted after the deadline without prior approval will be pub-

lished the following month.    

Wednesday Prayer at 10 AM 
 Please contact Pastor Jen - revjencollins@gmail.com  or call the office at (707) 894-2039 

before 10 AM on Wednesday if you have any prayer requests that you would like included. 

Zoom Bible Study 
There is no obligation to join in every meeting!  

Meetings are Sundays at 11am-11:45am 
Please let the office know if you want to take part 
and make sure we have a current email address so 
 we can send you the zoom invitation! Thank You! 

 

Everyone is welcome to access the food Pantry 
No ID or income verifications required! 

Current bell ringer schedule unavailable BUT you 
can contact Louise Graddy if you want to be a part 

of ringing the bell! Everyone is welcome!  

Roy & Mimi Domke 3/26 

Join our YouTube Channel 

Hug Alerts Available  
If you need hug alerts please 

contact Louise Graddy. 
 If you wish to respond to a 

member’s joy or concern please 
send the hug alert directly to 
them, or drop it in the church 

mail box and we will send it out 
for you.  

Easter Memorial Flowers  
The form is available on 
our website and you will 
be receiving one in the 

mail along with One Great 
Hour of Sharing materials! 

Online giving available thru 
our website at  

uccloverdale.org.  
Just click on the give 

button!  

mailto:revjencollins@gmail.com

